
Statement of the Problem 

Human trafficking is the fastest growing organized crime activity in the United States, 

making more than $ l 50 billion a year for traffickers while destroying the lives of tens of 

thousands of innocent children. i Trafficking is a persistent problem in the United States and 

around the globe. 

Human traffickers are enabled by technology which gives them reach to communities, 

families, and children worldwide. There are more than 56 million school children in the United 

States.ii Eighty-four percent of teenagers and 53% of preteens now own a smartphone immersing 

them in a rich and complex digital world that many adults need decoding to understand. iii As 

access to technology explodes, so do teens' digital footprints. Nearly all U.S. teens use at least 

one social media platform and 45% report that they are online "almost constantly.iv Because 

teens have a significant presence on social media, sexual predators and child traffickers 

frequently target those platforms. 

Fifty-seven percent of teens already turn to each other-rather than to parents, teachers, 

or other adults for help and support after negative experiences on!ine, and 62% count themselves 

as primarily responsible for their own online safety! In 2015, 71 % of U.S. teens used 

Facebook. By 2018, that number was only 51% and Instagram and Snapchat had displaced 

Facebook as teens' most used social media platform. vi Each new platform creates new means for 

traffickers to target children and new challenges for parents, schools, and law enforcement to 

educate and protect our nation's youth. Though there is no standard profile ofa child-trafficking 

victim, several risk factors make certain chiltlren more vulnerable, such as a history of sexual 

abuse, dating violence, low self-esteem, and minimal social support, all of which can be exposed 

by a quick online conversation.vii Another high risk and overlooked demographic facing human 

 
 




